INSERT YOUR ADDRESS

Berrymans Lace Mawer

Salisbury House

London Wall

London

EC2M 5QN

INSERT DATE

Your ref: INSERT

By post

Dear Sirs
INSERT NAME v KENT POLICE

Thank you for your letter dated INSERT enclosing a copy of your acknowledgement of service.

I am able to confirm my consent to a three month stay of the civil claim, although:
i) I do not accept that the personal injury protocol is appropriate for this claim; and 

ii) I consider that there has been ample investigation of this matter, internally, by the National Police Improvement Agency and South Yorkshire Police and for the judicial review proceedings.

However, I am hope the Chief Constable will in the three month stay use the opportunity to respond to questions raised in my letter before claim, namely:

1.  
if there is any reason to believe I was not stopped and searched because of the briefing set out in ‘Slide 18’, what that reason is;

2.  
whether the Chief Constable accepts I was unlawfully searched;

3.   
if not, what the reasonable suspicion about me (necessary for  searching me under s 1 of PACE) actually was;

4.   
what evidence there is of that reasonable suspicion;

 
and, if he does accept I was unlawfully searched;

5.   
whether the Chief Constable accepts liability for the assault, battery along with breaches of Articles 8, 10 and 11 that occurred as a direct result of those searches;

 6.  
whether he is prepared to apologise;

 7.  
whether he is prepared to offer compensation to settle my proposed claim; and

 8.   
if so, how much and why is this considered to be the right amount in the circumstances of my own case.

 
If you are unable or unwilling to answer these questions (in order to narrow the dispute between the Chief Constable and myself, or avoid the need for it to go to Court to be resolved) please explain clearly why not.

As well as answering these questions, please provide:

a.  
a copy of any briefing or other instruction about the use of section 1 PACE powers given to the officers that searched me other than that in Slide 18;

b.  
a copy of officers’ notebooks or any other contemporaneous records made of the reasons I was searched; and
c.  
any documentary evidence you will rely upon to defend the Chief Constable of Kent if I issue the proposed claim.

 
I also look forward to a response as to whether the Chief Constable of Kent would like to resolve my own and others’ disputes about the compensation that should be paid for unlawful stops and searches using ADR. 
I consider the appropriate form of ADR would be mediation using an accredited, independent and legally qualified mediator whom I could have confidence in. For this to be practical, the Chief Constable of Kent would need to agree to:

1.  
not take any legal point about the timing of any part of my proposed claim provided it was issued within three years of the stops and searches taking place and a month of the mediation meeting taking place; and

2.  
meet the mediator’s fee.

 
Please indicate in your reply whether the Chief Constable is agreeable to ADR on this basis. If not, please explain why not.

Yours faithfully

NAME
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